B-E-R

BEER DUDE
Punxsutawney Phil, Cupid, Abe, & George would make for an interesting table.  Time to find partners & teams for our upcoming Almost Spring Sectional (ad amongst these 16 pages) & the Reno NABCs (3/10-20).  If you plan to enter the Flight A GNT qualifier, register w/Jackie Ortiz (jackieo@sonic.net) – that game runs concurrently w/our Sectional. Onward:
Dec Unit games: Fri game drew 7 tables, which Ray Barber-Inja Hwang aced.  Chasing: Barb Lanier-Jack Wholey 2A, Eric & Susie 3A, Haig Agigian-Marilyn Bookbinder 4-5A/2B, Max Juni-Jack Shiffer 4/5A, & Carrie Stoltzfus-Catherine Warren 3B.  Wed game also drew 7, which the Cobeens owned.  Behind: Eric-Dick Walker 2A, Max & me 3A, Gordon Libby-Shahla Verrall 4A/1B, John Love-Marcia Mattoon 5A/2B, Barb Lanier-Trudie Sinclair 3B, & Joyce Burks-Ercan Turken 4B.  Feb games are Fri 5th & Wed 17th.
In-Outs, etc: Welcome new member Neal Parish & transfer-in (from SF) Steven Binder (I have a friend in Phoenix of the same name). Nobody departed; the only rank changes involve 2 new categories about which you’ll see sarcastic commentary below.  Ruby LM’s (1500+; 300+ of which are silver/higher color):  Ken Berniker, Eric, Joanne Cobeen, Chuck Grant, Ara Hammond, Max Juni, Vi Kimoto, Gunnar Niemi, Carol Scott, Jack Shiffer, Don Steedman, Miye Takeuchi, & Grace Uyeno.  Sapphire LM’s (3500+; 700+ silver/higher; 350+ gold/platinum):  Sarita Mathiasen; Paul McDaniels; Bill Rudman; Bruce Tuttle.  How does it feel to be a newly-bejeweled? :)

At da club: Eric owned it, so he’s the Dec LM Player of the Month; he & Susie also were the only pair to break 65%, shooting 70.46% in one of the Fri games.  Catherine Warren was the NLM PotM.  All points won (except STaC games) factor into this new calculation; henceforth, only 65%+ games get mention (& if there’s a surfeit, only the top 5).  Club championship game is Wed 10th; Mon games are the 8th & 22nd.  Memorial service for Booker was a full-blown New Orleans style gig, complete with brass band – quite nice.  I couldn’t make the gathering 12/27 for John Begley; I will have made the one for Marty, which you’ll see more about next month.
As for the new jeweled LM categories – all I can think is that the folks who make such determinations @ ACBL HQ wanted to equalize the jewel & metal #’s.  The metals (bronze, silver, gold, & platinum) have been around many moons.  Diamond was the 1st jewel; emerald is a relative newcomer (early 00’s).  When I 1st saw the new categories, I thought “Amos ’n Andy” immediately (the show had female characters named Ruby Begonia & Sapphire).  Since ACBL has sanctioned online games for MP awards (I’ve been averse forever – it’s too easy to cheat!), I propose these categories for those who have >500 MP’s, but lack the silver/red/gold/platinum for LM:  Rhinestone (500-1500); Nickel (1500-2500); Pearl (2500-3500); Copper (3500-5K); Jade (5K+).  All w/<500 are Chump Changers.
Tweak beerman1949@gmail.com to brag/gripe/suggest; Unit info & game results available 24/7 @ www.berunit497.org.
