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BEER DUDE
I’m back, pretty much.  Mom’s OK to be left alone for 3-4 days as long as I’ve restocked her provisions – she has good neighbors & friends she can call on in a pinch.  As I write, we’re in StaC week; our Wed game was a tight crapshoot w/no A pairs; Dexter Hodes-Gordon Libby were the only pair to crack the overalls, but their 62% something game wasn’t good enough to get ’em any extra MP’s beyond what they earned on site.  Now time to play “catch up”.
Apr Unit game drew 6 tables, which Narvelle Handy & Linda Ward topped – their combined MP holding is <50 (all Linda’s; Narvelle won’t join ACBL for whatever reason – I’ve tried to get her to)! – thus showing that it’s possible to stuff the “experts” if you’re on & they’re not.  Chasers: were Eric & Susie 2A, Dick Walker-Larry Zeni 3A, Dolores Mackinnon 2B, & Ray Barber-Inja Hwang 3B.  Mar 4 Fri game was a paltry 5.5 table Howell, which the C strat owned!  Carrie Stoltzfus-Catherine Warren won; the “2 B’s” (Barb Taylor-Bobbie Stricklin) were next, w/Ray & Inja 3A, Lamar Marutani & Dick Walker 4A.  Wed 3/23 drew 7 tables, which Dexter-Gordon won, with “H”-Dick 2A, Sandi Davis-Roseanne Smith 3A, Tom Shimizu-Aki Watanabe 4A, Max-Shiffer 5A, “3 Wood”-Barb T 2B, & Gerda Janos-Marcia Mattoon 3B.  June Unit game is Fri 10th – I’ll be up in Sacratomato for the Regional on the 3rd.

Welcome new member Roger Edelson & transfer-in Marge Black (from NJ – KUDOS to her for moving to a better climate zone!) Judy Knoll is our latest Jr Master.  Roger’s been playing @ our club; Judy’s yet to show her face (if she’s working days, totally understood)
At da club, E was the LM POTM for both March & April; Carrie Stoltzfus NLM in March; Barbara Lanier in April.  No 65% games, but Eric & Susie had a 72.02%-er 4/22; their 5-week directional win streak ended 4/29.  June Club Championship is Fri 17th.   
HEADS UP:  ACBL jacked table fees recently, & all our other expenses have gone up.  Effective 7/1, card fees will be $6 for club games; $7 for STaC & Unit games.  Nonetheless, we’re still the cheapest game in the Bay Area.
U497, a registered 501(c)(3) non-profit, owns the club, which I manage.  Our objective is to break even or turn a tiny profit; we can eat small losses up to a point.  I figured out 30 yrs ago (when managing/being involved with Navy/Govt-sponsored events where attendees paid to get in & lunch was part of admission) that if you set up to break even, you’ll lose $$.  But if you structure fees so to not lose $$, you’ll turn a small profit more often than not – so that’s how I operate. So far, so good - may that continue, despite attrition losses & minimal permanent replacements.
GO WARRIORS - & may the Giants have their 4 & 5 starter probs resolved by the time this hits your mailbox.

Tweak beerman1949@gmail.com to brag/gripe/suggest; Unit info & game results available 24/7 @ www.berunit497.org.
