B-E-R

BEER DUDE
Damn- the year’s half over already! Sharks & Warriors are in the finals, & the Giants are going great (but as I write, Pence is on the extended DL – may their starting pitchers continue to shine & may their shaky bullpen get with it).  May was a good month – my sympathies to ye who spent time in unusually humid Sacto for the Regional – reminded me of my DC-area days.
We had 2 Unit events in May, our usual 1st-Fri pair game, plus our 1st BBQ Swiss.  The Fri game drew 6 tables, which Eric & Susie topped, chased by: “H” – Dick Walker 2A, Ray Barber-Inja Hwang 3A/1B, Lois Strahm-Bobbie Stricklin 4A/2B, & the 2 J’s (Joyce Demercurio-Jan Straus) 3B.  Invaders (again!) won the BBQ Swiss (Grant & Greg Vance-Jessica Lai-Andy Hoskins).  Ed Seputis’ crew was 2A/1B (Andy Lazarus of BER-Glenn Boyce-Dennis Racine filled out this 3-unit team). 3/4A were the all-497 team of Dexter-Gordon-Tom Shimizu-Aki Watanabe (also 2B) & the half & half team of Carol Scott-“H”-Ron Olswang-Bonnie Johnson. As usual, Eric did his great job on the grill, & Paul Mc Daniels provided his great spicy veggie beans & other assistance setting up the buffet.  All I had to do was direct & supply the beer.  We do it again Sept 17; meanwhile, July Unit pair games are Fri 1st & Wed 20th.
No rank advancers or newcomers; Steve Kanzee (a Haywardite) moved over to the East Bay Unit (at least his 3rd Unit as long as I’ve known him).  The good news is that Roger Edelson, one of our newbies, scored his 1st MP’s Fri Jun 3 (finishing 3rd in a 4-table Howell); now I have to get his partner to join.
At da club, E was the LM POTM again; Carrie Stoltzfus got her 2nd NLM notch. 65%+ games:  Eric-Susie 70 on 5/13; Joanne Cobeen-Gerda Janos 66.17 5/18.  Card fees go up to $6 effective July 1, but only NAP Qualifiers & StaC games will go up to $7 – my bad for not realizing that ACBL fees for Unit & club games are only 2 bits/table apart rather than the previous 51 cents (Unit game fees didn’t go up in the latest revision).  
Beer Dude pints hoisted to:  1) my 23-yr housemate & 30+ yr buddy Eric, who received a D21 Presidential Goodwill award @ the Sacto Regional (long overdue – he’s been on our Board forever & always has been a “prime mover” – he had this space before he turned it over to me); & 2) D21 VP Tom Pajak, a long-time pal from East Bay Unit who’s also one of my occasional relievers. His column on the front page of the June Forum should be blown up to poster size & posted in every bridge club under ACBL’s auspices – he sledgehammered (gently) a lot of what I’ve written about not so gently.
RIP Muhammad Ali – imagine (if he’d ever learned our game) what a fun/“terrorist” partner/opponent he’d have been!
Tweak beerman1949@gmail.com to brag/gripe/suggest; Unit info & game results available 24/7 @ www.berunit497.org.
