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BEER DUDE
HEADS UP TWICE:  1) BBQ SWISS DATE HAS CHANGED TO SEPT 24 (facility booking glitch because EC Rec Dept added some annoyances that we’d never had to deal with; such is life).  2) ACBL (finally!) clarified the rules about opening 1NT w/a stiff – if stiff is A/K/Q, it’s OK.  However, if your partnership agreement allows for that always, then you must alert, & other restrictions apply (ACBL website has all the details).  Sharp players have done this for years; it solves rebid problems when, for example, you’re 1-4/4-1- in the majors & 3-5/5-3 in the minors; also when you’re 4-4-(4-1/1-4) in the minors.  The rule affects primarily those who play 1NT openers in the 15-18 range, but those who play the weaker NT openers within their systems also will gain some relief from director calls once the word gets around.  
2 Unit games, last on deadline; both drew 7.5 tables.  Wed 7/20, Shahla Verrall-Aki Watanabe topped; chasers were Eric & Dick 2A, “H” & Larry Zeni (one of my relief directors) 3A, Max Juni-Tom Shimizu 4A; Sandi Davis-Roseanne Smith 5A/2B; Joanne Cobeen-Gerda Janos 3/4B; Kerstin Barnett-Carrie Stoltzfus 1C (3/4B); John Love-Lois Strahm 1C.  Fri 8/5, Jack Shiffer & I topped it (freak circumstance), with Eric & Susie close behind.  The rest:  Cobeens 3A/2B, Joyce Burks-“H” 4A; Maureen Gravett-Jan Straus 5A/3B; Vicki Chen-Max Juni 4B; Ray Barber-Inja Hwang 1C; & Jan Kosel-Veda Mason 2C.  Sept Games are Fri 2nd & BBQ Swiss.
Not much on rank advancements, etc – full recap nextime, so on to the club stuff:   Eric was the LM MP champ; Linda Ward topped the NLM’s.  Club championship game is Fri 16th.  Last Wed & Fri in Oct will be “Club Appreciation Month” Championship games – extra MP’s @ no extra charge (these days only for STAC’s, the last for this yr will be the 2nd week in Dec).
I’m gone w/a defense tip that I learned moons ago.  You’re defending a 3+NT contract to the right of an entry-less dummy with a long running suit (6-7 cards) headed by AQ(J), & you hold Kx.  When declarer takes the needed finesse to be able to run the suit, DUCK SMOOTHLY!  Unless declarer is clairvoyant, you win 2nd round & set the contract. I was a victim of that tactic in a DC-area sectional in the 60’s; I used it to my advantage yrs later @ a Sacto Regional.  RHO opened 3H & LHO bid 3NT, the final contract (RHO should have corrected to 4H).  Dummy had AQJ 7th H & no entry, so LHO took the hook & I ducked, after which declarer returned to hand to take the hook again (my pard had another one) – I won; contract set.  It’s a rare occurrence, but one to file in your memory bank – it’ll work far more often than not.  Bottom line: It’s not always right to win a finesse immediately, nor is it correct to cover an honor w/an honor immediately – take a look, count, & THINK (but do it quickly – if you tank, declarer knows you have it).  
Tweak beerman1949@gmail.com to brag/gripe/suggest; Unit info & game results available 24/7 @ www.berunit497.org.
