B-E-R

BEER DUDE
Wrote & sent this one from friends’ abodes in DC suburbs (MD) – nice fall weather met me; likely rain hit over the rweekend (not from Michael).  This one’s short; December’s will be loaded – onward I go!.
Hell froze over Sept 24 – my team (me, Eric, Susie, Dick Walker, & Roseanne Smith) dethroned Len & Co (Jo Ginsberg; Vance father & son), who finished 8 VP’s behind us.  Tied for ¾ werer Helen’s crew (Carol Scott, Paul Mc Daniels; Dexter Hodes; & Tom Shimizu) & Marcia Mattoon’s (Sara Purohit; Amy Hansell; Lisa Euphrat) – they destroyed the B field! E did his stellar grill job; Paul was a big help setting up & tearing down the buffet, & supplied his spicy veggie beans.  Thanks to all 8 teams for a pleasant double session – next time we do it will be mid-May next year.
Jack Wholey’s deserted us for Tucson; we welcome Jane Freeman to replace him.  No rank advancements.  Nov Unit games are Friday 4th from Atlanta.  New Club Master is Jakob Karstena (20+); Andrew Lazarus moved up to NABC Master (200+).  On & up ye go – good work!   We killed our fall Sectional 4ever - low recent attendance & unstable date issues; mucho dinero saved!
Jack Shiffer was Aug LM Club champ; Jan Kosel took the NLM title.  65% games?  None! – everyone beat up on each other!  Oct is Jane Johnson Club Champ month – ours will be 26th & 28th.  Xtra MP’s @ no extra charge – such a deal!

D21 Board meeting I attended 9/4 produced much good news, 1st being that all the cards used in the regional team games (& at Sectionals for all games) have been replaced w/plastic cards that should last 5 yrs! The boards for pair games use those damned bar-coded cards because D21 hires out pre-duplication; they’ve put a system in place to alert the contractor of bad cards.  D21 now is on Facebook – you don’t have to be a Facebook user to view it – details @ the D21 website (we have a button to it on our home page).  Also – the room block for the Modesto Regional has sold out, & Pam Hughes, whose column you see on the front page of this paper, is looking for more – details also on D21 website, which Grant Robinson of U499 does a damned good job of maintaining.  Last, we honored director Dianne Barton-Paine (aka “Bear”) for her long yrs of service to us: a big teddy bear & a turtle pendant (she’s famous for putting a small turtle in front of the habitually slow). 
I need to find some petrified snails (or plastic escargot mock-ups) to use in my games ( Good luck in Modesto if you go; temps should be 70-80.  I’ll have to do Nov column early, as I’m headed back to my DC-area 1962-78 stomping grounds 4th-12th to hang w/friends &, if lucky, catch a Giants-Nats playoff game.
Tweak beerman1949@gmail.com to brag/gripe/suggest; Unit info & game results available 24/7 @ www.berunit497.org.
