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BEER DUDE
Clocks are set back, & our Editor works on “chicken time”, so he’ll have awakened to this.  We’re free of the election ad bombardment, holidaze await, so all’s well, especially since StaC’s are around the corner! We’ll have them 7th, 9th, & 10th, the latter being our annual Holiday Party.  For that game, bring food to share & it’s only $2; $7 otherwise – food @ 12:15, game @ 1 at our usual venue.
I swapped out the Fri Oct Unit game for the ACBL-Wide Instant Matchpoint Game, which the players liked.  Directional Section tops went to Jack Beers-Barb Lanier NS & Dexter-Gordon EW, which got them a Gold point plus some red & black.  Don’t think their 61-ish% games will make the District/National overalls, tho. Wed Oct Unit game drew 6.5, which Eric & Dick topped.  The chasers: Shahla & Aki 2A/1B; Shiffer-Shimizu 3A; Dexter-Gordon 4A/2B; Ben & Jan 5A/3B; Kerstin Barnett- Catherine Warren 4B/1C; Meg & Love 2/3 C w/the Posts.   Fri Nov 4 saw Dick’s 5-game winning streak snapped in a 6-table game.  Prez Joyce & Trudie Sinclair tied w/Tom & Aki for top spot.  Trailers: Dolores Mackinnon-Chet Young 3A/1B; Eric & Susie 4A; Kerstin-Catherine 2B; & Dexter-Gordon 3B.  We’ll have 3 Unit games this month:  the usual 1st Friday, plus Wed 21st & Fri 30th (last game of 2016).  1st 2017 Unit game is Fri 1/6. 
Nobody came/went; our rank advancers:  Rony Tal to Club Master (20+); Marcia Mattoon to LM (she finally got her needed metallic points); & Cris Barrere to Emerald LM (7500).  Way to go, all.
At da club, Eric & Dick were Oct co-MP champs (Eric had a 9-game directional win streak, sometimes playing w/Dick); Barb Lanier again topped the non-LM’s.  Club Champ game is Friday 16th.  We hope that Marge Hutchings soon will be back from her hip-replacement & rehab therapy – we’ve missed her & George Cage on Fridays, not to mention her baked goodies that she brings every so often.  And thanx to whoever brought in leftover Halloween candy.  I think the leaky roof’s been taken care of & I hope the heater’s fixed by the time you see this – we’ve lucked out so far with warm weather.  We’re closed 23rd & 28th.  
Dick Walker passed his director exam & is now part of my relief crew. He’ll run a lot of the games when I’m not around (including probably the Dec 9 StaC, when I’ll be attending a 90th b’day party for the lady whose job I took over when she retired – I’ll have pre-duplicated the boards).  He’s a good player – once he gets used to the mechanics of running a game, he’ll do fine; cut him some slack meanwhile.  

I close w/sympathies to Jackie Matthews’ family & friends – she was one helluva cool lady & the best at what she did, including cloning herself into daughter Pam (who replaced her as D21’s Tournament honcho when she retired).  Without folks like them, you don’t have well-run Regionals (D21’s forever have rated among the best nationally).
Enjoy whichever holiday(s) you celebrate - may you win lots of silver during StaC week!  

Tweak beerman1949@gmail.com to brag/gripe/suggest; Unit info & game results available 24/7 @ www.berunit497.org.
