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BEER DUDE
Hiya MMXVIII & good luck in Monterey if you go; hope ya don’t get any nasty rain/fog on your drives down & back.  I’ll be there for D21 meeting & may play 2-session game after.  I crash at my mom’s place in Soquel, so it’s not so bad of a drive back to there, save for nasty part of 1 btwn 156 & Watsonville.
2 Unit games since last column, including another 1st Friday.  Wed 11/15 drew 9 tables (biggest in last 2 yrs); Dexter-Gordon shot 70.62% to ace it.  Well behind were Eric & Dick 2A, Susan Kovacevic-Carol Scott 3A, Barb Lanier-Trudie 4A/2B, Esther Schroeder-Jeanne Sutter 5A/3B/1C, Ben Grubel-Jan Kosel 4B, & Kerstin Barnett-Catherine Warren 2C.  Fri 1/1 was 6 tables, which “RoJo” topped, with Lamar-Dick 2A, Narvelle-Linda 3A/1B, Prez Joyce-Trudie & “H”-Aki 4/5A.  Jan games are Fri 12th & Wed 31st.
In-Out/Rank mover-uppers:  Welcome Susan Hoffman, transfer-in from Sonoma-Napa; farewell to Doug Couchman, who I just found out covers some EBCBC games & had to transfer so he could be on the U502 Board.  Up go Marge Black (who plays our club games & is a cool gal) to Jr Master, & Caroline Kosovac (whom I’ve never met) to Club Master.
At da club, Dexter-Gordon repeated as MP champs; Catherine Warren topped the NLMs.  No Club Champ game in Jan, so a shout-out to John Love, who gets there early (he has a key) to set up tables, make the coffee, & set out snax.  His reward is free play & he got a holiday bonus check from the Unit (which owns the club).  And – STOP cards are gone from the bid boxes.  Make your jump bid & move on – I suppose you may see an insufficient bid on your left at times; if, so, call the director IMMEDIATELY!  It may be to your partner’s advantage to accept it (one of 2 options – more below).
Insufficient bids: If you make one & then realize that you did so, don’t say a word unless it was an up/down mechanical error you wish to correct – call director.  Otherwise, if LHO makes any call, you’re off the hook.  Same goes if your pard does so & your RHO didn’t notice & took a call.  Once the LHO of the person who made the insufficient bid makes a call, the auction proceeds – LHO has condoned the underbid.  The mistake players ignorant of the law make is not calling the director immediately, then tell RHO “insufficient” & go on – WRONG!  It gets tricky when an insufficient bid is intended as conventional/cue bid (most likely when your side has 11+ cards of a suit & interfering @ favorable vulnerability when your foes are going for slam in one of the other 3 suits).  The rules change – basically, any insufficient bid must be treated as natural by offender’s partner (which the director will explain when called to the table).  You’ll get an adjusted score if they bid & make the slam they couldn’t have found w/o info they were supposed to ignore).  Further, if RHO makes the sufficient bid, you can up the ante by bidding one more in your suit; -500 is better than -650/680/+.  Better yet is beating the slam they bid (as my pard & I did yrs ago in a Red Ribbon game in Reno – I knew the rules & took full advantage).
Finally – RIP Kathy Golitzen, who fell victim to nasty cancer early Nov. She & her surviving hubby Peter were Board members for years before I came aboard – they moved to Kailua-Kona HI early 00’s.  When I stayed at their place on my 2nd visit (2008, when E was there), I slept on their lanai in the warm night air sans covers.  She & Peter both were active in the Kona bridge club, at which both E & I played w/them as partners on our visits – the usual director was barefoot.  I clued him in on a 7.5-table movement that kept the sitout to 2 boards.  Kathy & I were the bouncing pair & had a good time – she was an excellent player & a great gal w/great sense of humor.
Tweak beerman1949@gmail.com to brag/gripe/suggest; Unit info & game results available 24/7 @ www.berunit497.org.
