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BEER DUDE
First off, KUDOS to Editor Rich Luttrell for his fantastic job on premier of “Diamonds in the Ruff”, & to D21 Secy Sandi Davis for coming up w/the name.  More KUDOS to Rich for extended deadline, which will make us more up to date as we report – I’m finishing this off May 19.  We send it, he arranges it w/no space limitations! Digital’s where it’s at – nada to ship off to a print shop; gone are the non-D21 Regional results & ads that wasted a lot of space we columnists could have used.
We killed our May 19 BBQ Swiss in deference to the Susie Wiebe memorial gathering that day – Susie was a long-time amiga; partner/teammate of Eric & I for many a club game/BBQ Swiss.  I met her at the late Oakland Bridge Club not long after I started playing there in 1979 (I lived a 10-min walk away, so got called in to fill in & play free to fill up a half-table).  Great partner for all, Susie tolerated damn near everyone & knew a lot of “inside” stuff – we’ll miss her – our sympathies to Nick on losing his long-time wife (they wed 1972, then played in a local Sectional the next day).  The gathering drew 100+, bridge players & relatives.  I had a wonderful time sharing tales/memories, as did the many who spoke up after we’d enjoyed good wine & finger food (great job, Nick!). 
2 Unit Games since last post: Fri 4/6 drew 5.5 tables (3/4 Howell w/ 3-board sitout); Dick & Lamar topped it, then Dexter-Gordon 2A/1B, Carol Scott- “H” 3A, Narvelle Handy-Linda Ward 4A/2B, & Dolores Mackinnon-Chet Young 3B.  Fri 5/4 was a freak – 4-table ¾ (6-round) Howell; again Dick & Lamar took top honors.  Eric & Sandi were 2nd; “RoJo” 3rd overall.  June game is Fri 8th – a week later because of Sacto Regional.  July Unit games are Fri 6th, Wed 25th, & BBQ Swiss Sat 28th. Unit members dine free btwn sessions; others pay $7. Table fees are $80/team – 6 rounds of 8 boards, game time is 11AM.  Call/e-mail me to sign up – we’re space-limited to 12 teams; Unit members & long-time supporters from other Units have priority.
Nobody moved in/out, but we have 2 rank advancers:  Roger Edelson amassed his 1st 5 to reach Jr Master Level; Marilyn Bookbinder crossed the 100 plateau to reach Regional Master.  Further Kudos to Roger for a nice STaC Game Wed 5/9 – he & his pard George Proper shot 64.5%, ending up 4th overall C.  Their reward was 4.25 silver points.  Same game, Jack Shiffer-Chet young shot 67.5%, ending up 12A/3B overall.  Both are long-time LM’s, but their silver collections got enriched a bit & moved Jack closer to being our next “Ruby Begonia”.   
At da club, Dick was MP champ; Barb Lanier the top NLM.  NAP Qualifier (our 1st of 2) Wed 6/27 ($7 table fees); “Longest Day” game Wed 6/20 (table fees $7 for all – no freebies/discounts; all the gate will go to Alzheimer’s research – see ACBL website for details); you can kick in extra cash should you desire.  Club Championship game is Fri 15th.
I was early about StaC games being matchpointed across the field – didn’t happen in May.  Game %’s that occurred @ our club & made the overalls were identical – statistically next to impossible if the results were matchpointed across 700+ tables.  Hopefully, that’ll be fixed for the August games.
By the time I post again, I hope to be celebrating another Warriors’ championship – meanwhile, I’m rooting for Boston to get Lachrymose Lebron’s arse out of the playoffs (which could have happened in game 6 against Indiana if the gutless refs had called the obvious foul when he blocked that shot w/8 or seconds left, then recovered the ball to come down & hit the game winner.
Tweak beerman1949@gmail.com to brag/gripe/suggest; Unit info & game results available 24/7 @ www.berunit497.org.
