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BEER DUDE
Here we go digitized!  Will be interesting to see the differences, now that D21 is on its own – the Western Conference is history.  I (& I’m sure many of my fellow columnists/Unit reps on the D21 Board) thank Marion Robertson for her long service as D21’s rep to that Conference.  The STaCs already set up for 2018 won’t go away; next year, we’re likely to see a different arrangement.  I’ll pass on whatever I hear about them @ the Next 2 D21 meetings (early June in Sacto; Labor Day wkend in Santa Clara).
Just the 3/28 Wed Unit Game to report (6 tables):  Eric & Dick dominated w/67.08%; 2 60% games 2nd & 3rd: Gerda Janos-Marcia Mattoon (62.08 & 1B); Joanne Cobeen-Trudie Sinclair (60.83).  Newbies Roger Edelson-George Proper were 4A/2B, getting the overall A MP’s (which are more than 2B – you always get the highest possible in stratified games).  May games are Fri 4th & BBQ Swiss Sat 19th.  BBQ Swiss is limited to 12 teams (all Arlington CH can hold comfortably); U497 member captains/outsiders who’ve been consistent attendees over the years have 1st crack @ the required reservations (call/e-mail me to get in).  Unit members dine free btwn sessions; others pay $7. Table fees are $80/team – 6 rounds of 8 boards, game time is 11AM.
In-Out/Rank mover-uppers:  Welcome new member Maxime Pouvreau (cool name to pronounce properly, as it glides so smoothly off the tongue – vive la France!).  On the rank advancement front, Mingyang Zhou & Xinchen Zhu (the 2 members we welcomed last month) already have their 1st 5+ (Jr Master); add Thomas Scruggs to the Club Master (20+) ranks.  Finally, Dick Walker’s our newest “Ruby Begonia”, having gone over 1500 (the 30 he & Eric got for winning the ACBL-wide charity game late Feb did the trick).   
At da club, Dick was MP champ; Herb & Janice Tamm topped the NLM’s.  StaC games Wed/Fri 9th/11th – come chase the silver points you may need for LM w/o paying 2-digit table fees to do so (like you do @ Sectionals) – we charge $7, just $1 above our normal table fee. The extra $1/person covers $4/table of the $6.50/table charge we pay; we subsidize the rest (the Unit owns the club).  Club Championship game is Wed 16th.
KUDOS to ACBL again – this time for reading my mind & requiring StaC games to be matchpointed across the field (see Stu Goodgold’s column in Apr issue for the details).  Eric’s fond of saying “Fair is fair” about many things – a sentiment with which I agree 100%, especially when it comes to bridge.  When I run games, I adjust the lower strat limits to reflect the field playing that session – I don’t add a C strat unless I have 9+ tables/run a 1-winner movement w/9+pairs.  With just 5 full tables, no strats.   
Give me your feedback (positive & negative; e-mail preferred) on this new Forum.  I’ll pass your likes/dislikes onto the editor.  As I said last month, it’s a work in progress – just like a new yacht/Navy ship on a “shakedown” cruise – the mission is to find glitches & fix them.  Adieu - don’t forget upcoming Sacto Regional, which runs May 29-June 3.  I’ll be up there for the D21 meeting; may be able to play a session or 2, depending on stuff I won’t have full info about until late May.  
Tweak beerman1949@gmail.com to brag/gripe/suggest; Unit info (including early look at this column) & game results available 24/7 @ www.berunit497.org.
